BEWARE OF SCHOLARSHIP SCAMS
The federal government provides the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as a national form for students applying for financial aid at colleges and universities.  As the name implies, the FAFSA is a free form and charging processing fees is prohibited.

California high schools, colleges and universities offer families FREE help to complete the FAFSA.  Be cautious of scholarship and financial aid consultant companies that charge you money for their services, including help filling out the FAFSA.  The Federal Student Aid Information Center provides a free hotline 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243 or TDD 1-800-730-8913) for questions about the FAFSA and federal student aid. 
Here are some tips to protect you:

1. If you must pay money to get some money, it might be a scam.

2. If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.

3. Spend the time, not the money.

4. Never invest more than a postage stamp to get information about scholarships.

5. Nobody can guarantee that you’ll win a scholarship.

6. Legitimate scholarship foundations do not charge application fees.

7. If you’re suspicious of an offer, it’s usually with good reason.

If you think you have been taken by a scholarship scam, contact the Office of the Attorney General.

For More Information, contact:

Public Inquiry Unit

Attention:  Financial Aid Consulting Scam

Office of the Attorney General

P.O. Box 944255

Sacramento, CA  94244-2550

.
