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March 17, 2011
Federal Update                        



Members of the California Community College Board of Governors, the Chancellor and more than 75 California Community College leaders had a very productive trip to Washington D.C., February 13-16, as part of the annual Association of Community College Trustees’ National Legislative Summit. The timing of this visit could not have been more critical for our advocacy efforts to protect Pell Grant funding and other vital workforce training programs. 

Congressional Activity 

On February 19, the House voted and passed, on a largely partisan basis, a Continuing Resolution (CR) to fund the federal government through the remainder of FY 2011. The CR calls for approximately $66 billion in cuts to current spending levels.  

· The CR included $5.6 billion in cuts to the Pell Grant Program, which translates into an $845 (15%) cut in the maximum Pell Grant award of $5,550. This will affect 418,000 California Community College Pell grant recipients, eliminating approximately $200 million in federal grants for California students beginning this fall. 

· In addition to Pell Grant cuts, the CR includes significant cuts to the Trade Adjustment Assistance Authorization, a program administered by the U.S. Department of Labor. This program is designed to help workers, firms and others negatively impacted by international trade. Community colleges benefit tremendously from this program. Starting with FY 2011, there would be $500 million available on a competitive bases to community colleges and other eligible institutions to develop, offer, or improve education and career training programs suitable for workers who are eligible for Trade Adjustment Assistance. At a minimum, each state is guaranteed $2.5 million. 

· The CR also proposes to cut $125 million by eliminating the Career Pathways Innovation Fund, a program that specifically helps community colleges train workers for jobs in high-demand, high-growth industries. 

Congress had until March 4th to approve a CR to continue funding the federal government for the remainder of the 2011 fiscal year and avoid a government shut-down.  However, on March 2nd, President Obama signed a two-week CR extension to fund the federal government until March 18th. Congress is continuing negotiations, while pressure is growing not to pass another short-term CR. 

These next few weeks will be critical in determining what compromises the two houses can reach and what will be done to protect financial aid and workforce training programs for community college students. This is a critical time to contact your local members of Congress and urge them to protect the Pell Grant maximum award amount at $5,550 and continue investments in workforce training in our state. 

Congressional Meetings

While in Washington, D.C. the Board of Governors and Chancellor Scott met with several members of the California Congressional delegation, including Majority Whip Kevin McCarthy, Reps. George Miller (D), Judy Chu (D), David Drier (R), Susan Davis (D), Buck McKeon (R), Jerry Lewis (R), Jackie Speier (D), Adam Schiff (D), Barbara Lee (D), among others. The meetings were extremely helpful in conveying to our California representatives how devastating the proposed cuts would be for California Community College students, especially cuts to Pell Grants and workforce training programs. 

Administration Meetings 

The BOG and Chancellor Scott hosted a California Community College delegation breakfast on Tuesday, February 15th and featured special guest speakers U.S. Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis and Deputy Assistant Secretary for Community Colleges to the U.S. Department of Education, Dr. Frank Chong. The two leaders from California provided valuable insight on the priorities of the Obama Administration and the challenges and opportunities unfolding in Washington, D.C. 

In addition, members of the California Community College delegation attended private meetings with Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis, Assistant Secretary Jane Oates, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Veterans’ Employment and Training Services Ismael “Junior” Ortiz, U.S. Department of Education Undersecretary Martha Kanter, and Deputy Assistant Secretary for Community Colleges Dr. Frank Chong. These meetings were very helpful in suggesting areas where California Community Colleges should focus their advocacy efforts and ways to secure additional resources from the federal government.

Veteran Affairs 

Several BOG members met privately with Deputy Assistant Secretary for Veterans’ Employment and Training Services, Junior Ortiz, about new opportunities for community college veteran students. BOG members were able to identify key individuals in California that would be supportive of student veterans and workforce development and education. Members of the BOG also toured the Pentagon and had briefings on the “Troops to Teacher’s” Program and other educational features provided to veterans from LTC Willie Harris, US Army Public Relations and Community Relations Officer.

The goal for addressing veterans issues on this trip was to open doors, meet key veteran officials, create an opportunity to increase support for our veteran students on our 112 college campuses and to gather support  for the California Community Colleges’ veteran’s summit tentatively scheduled for September 23, 2011.

Additional Federal Legislative Priorities

· Reauthorize the Workforce Investment Act (WIA)
Congress should reauthorize the Workforce Investment Act (WIA) this year, prioritizing the role community colleges play in delivering education and training to America’s workforce and businesses. 

· The Carl D. Perkins Career and Technical Education Act Program
The Basic State Grant, Tech-Prep, and other Perkins programs help community colleges improve their career and technical education offerings that lead to high-demand, high-skilled occupations. Congress should maintain a separate line-item for Tech-Prep.

· Other Important Funding Priorities
Community colleges strongly support the Hispanic-Serving Institutions, Predominately Black Institutions, Asian American and Native American Pacific Islander-Serving Institutions, Adult Basic and Literacy Education State Grants, Child Care Access Means Parents in School Program, and the TRIO and GEAR UP programs. 



Page 2
_____________________
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES CHANCELLOR’S OFFICE
1102 Q STREET | SACRAMENTO, CA | 95814-6511 | (916) 445-8752 | HTTP://WWW.CCCCO.EDU

1

image1.jpeg
=\, CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGES

Federal Relations Division





