May 2011 President’s Report

 On March 30, 2011, I had a phone meeting with Diana Fuentes Michel at CSAC. The bulk of our conversation was about SB 70 and the related changes to the Cal Grant program.  We talked specifically about the requirement for placement and salary data that we do not collect and the concern about how the 40% participation threshold is being determined. 

When I questioned Diana about how the 40% participation threshold was determined she told me that CSAC was given the list of which schools would be affected with the 40% threshold applied by the legislature. She specifically mentioned Assembly Member Perez and Senator Steinberg. Basically, she said she is not sure what data they used to determine the 40% threshold, she just knew that it came from Department of Ed. She also stated that there will probably have to be some clean up legislation to work out these details.

When I asked her if there would be a task force developed to work on policies and procedures related to SB 70 she said she didn’t see the need for consultation since SB 70 is a done deal. She also said SB 70 will be a topic of discussion at the April Commission meeting. She will have a meeting with the Department of Finance before the April CSAC meeting to submit a request for funding to implement SB 70. She said she should know more by then about what direction SB 70 implementation will take.

Since my meeting with Diana, Calvin Rankin attended the Commission meeting on April 14, 2011 and testified on behalf of CCCSFAAA expressing concern about the lack of a formal method of consultation and requesting the reinstatement of the Grant Advisory Committee.

We were all saddened by the passing of Marianna Deeken on March 30, 2011. The CCCSFAAA board voted to set aside $10,000 to establish a $1,000 annual Marianna Deeken, That Depends Scholarship in memory of Marianna. The scholarship committee is tasked with developing a process and qualifications for the scholarship and to submit them to the CCCSFAAA board for approval. I sent letters of condolence on behalf of CCCSFAAA to Marianna’s husband and parents. It the letter, I informed them of our plans for the memorial scholarship.

The Academic Senate for California Community College (ASCCC) asked CCCSFAAA to provide presenters for a breakout session at their Plenary Session that was held on April 14, 2011 in San Francisco. Jacque Bradley and Tim Bonnel presented a great session that included updates on financial aid as well as tips on how faculty and financial aid offices can work together to positively affect student success.


CCCSFAAA’s annual spring training was completed in April with great success! I attended the training at Mt. San Jacinto’s Menifee campus. Thanks to great planning by Jacque and the Menifee campus host, Lesia Navarro, everything went very well! The training was informative and the food was great! Thank you to all the hosts and colleges for their generous gift of service and hospitality. These training events could not happen without you!

At my request, Jacque Bradley attended a meeting of the Task Force on Student Success in April to get a feel of what kind of proposals might be coming out of that committee and how CCCSFAAA could provide input into the process. From the information that was gathered at that meeting, I asked Jacque to convene a taskforce to develop a CCCSFAAA position paper similar to the CSSO’s Position Statement on Proposed Policy Changes. Jacque pulled together several CCCSFAAA past-presidents including Susan Jones, John Muskavitch, Kris Shear, Toni DuBois, Pat Hurley along with Chancellor’s Office staff to create a white paper. Jacque and I both attended the next Task Force meeting that was held on May 11, 2011 in Sacramento were one topic on the agenda was financial aid. We were able to provide our white paper to some members of the committee and provide input related to financial aid.

We also plan to use the white paper as part of our Day at the Capitol event.
