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Budget Issues
The Governor’s Budget was released on January 8, 2010. In his message, Governor Schwarzenegger states that his budget proposal “protects education, including higher education from additional deep cuts.” However, the Governor does propose to suspend the Cal Grant Competitive Program with no new awards for 2010-11. This cut would provide a projected savings of $45.5 million.
CSAC AB187 Technical Subcommittee Teleconference: January 13, 2010

Sherrie Padilla attended the teleconference. Bryan Dickason led the meeting that is required as part of AB187. The purpose of the technical subcommittee is to lay the framework for the technical aspects of AB187 implementation.  We went over the basics of the AB187 legislation and the features of the current system. We discussed a survey that CSAC will be conducting to discover each institution’s technical capabilities such as current FAMS, data exchange capabilities, description of current Cal Grant processes and modification needs. We went over the current Cal Grant reports and the entitlement selection criteria. CSAC discussed two alternative delivery options: 1) Schools could provide Entitlement awards to their students via Web Services through the Commission or 2) Schools could build their own business rules to implement the E1 and E2 processes and change their FAMS to implement those awards in the FAMS and interface with CSAC. One caller suggested recreating the Cal Grant process to mirror the Federal Pell Grant and COD system.

CSAC representatives said that a list serve would be set up for AB187 discussion.
The next steps outlined were:

1) Identify Interested Participants

2) Survey capabilities, preferred options and estimated changes needed

3) Review survey results and alternative options

4) Preliminary estimate of cost of system changes

5) Choose the best option and initiate FSR

6) Obtain FSR approval

Board of Governors and the Chancellor’s Legislative Reception and Advocacy Day
Sherrie Padilla will be attending these events on March 1 and 2.

CSAC Commission Meetings

A teleconference meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 9, 2010 at approximately 3:30pm to discuss Service Level Agreements with EdFund and the status of EdFund contracts not being reimbursed by the Commission. As well as a current legislation update.

 The next regular meeting of the Commission will be held on February 25, 2010
Summary of Bills Relating to Financial Aid for CCC Students

See the attached list of bills graciously provided by Steve Arena.
